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“...America was a society of immigrants, each of whom had begun life anew, on an equal footing. 
This was the secret of America: a nation of people with the fresh memory of old traditions who 

dared to explore new frontiers...” (John F. Kennedy, A Nation of Immigrants [1959])

he history of the United 
States is a history of 

immigration beginning with 
the original pre-Columbian 

peoples who crossed the land bridge 
joining Asia with North America. 

Germans comprise the single largest 
group helping shape and grow their 
new home country. In 1607 they were 
among the fi rst colonists; over the next 
four centuries more than 7 million 
Germans followed. Today, 50 million 
Americans claim German ancestry. 
Like most immigrants to the United 
States, those from Germany came here 
seeking economic opportunity, religious 
freedom, and political liberty. 

German immigrants and their 
descendants have contributed to the 
development of the United States in 
many fi elds, including national politics 
with presidents Herbert Hoover 
and Dwight Eisenhower. From the 
remarkable Muhlenberg brothers—
Frederick and Peter—who provided 
political and military leadership during 
the American Revolution and then 
served in the First Federal Congress 
(1789-1791) to the members of German 
ancestry who serve in the current 
112th Congress (2011-2013), German 
Americans have provided distinguished 
service in the national legislature. 

This exhibit tells the story of the 
Muhlenbergs in the First Congress 
with information about the current 
members of Congress with German 
ancestry. A second exhibit will follow in 
2012 focusing on German Americans 
in the United States Congress in the 
19th and 20th centuries. Both exhibits 
will travel in Germany and throughout 
the United States.

Photo credits: Library of Congress; National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution; Oregon Historical Society; the Preservation 
Society of Newport County; United States Senate Historical Offi ce; 
University Archives of the University of Pennsylvania
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he fi rst three German American members of the United States 
Congress came from Pennsylvania. Two were brothers—Frederick and 

Peter Muhlenberg—the third was Daniel Hiester. All three were sons of 
fathers who had immigrated from German provinces in the fi rst major wave 

of German settlement in Pennsylvania in the eighteenth century. In the half-
century between 1725 and 1775 German settlers provided about one-third of 

the colony’s population. Comprised mostly of farmers from Lutheran, Reformed, 
Mennonite, Amish, and other protestant sects, the German settlers collectively 
became known as the Pennsylvania Dutch (from Deutsch).

Hiester’s father, also named Daniel Hiester, emigrated from Silesia in 1737 and 
purchased several thousand acres in Berks County, Pennsylvania. His son became a 
merchant and served as a colonel and later a brigadier general of the Pennsylvania 
militia during the American Revolution. 

The Muhlenberg brothers’ father, Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg (1711-1787), is considered the patriarch 
of the Lutheran Church in North America. Educated at 
Göttingen, Muhlenberg came under the influence of the 
pietist movement and was ordained in 1739. In 1742, in 
response to requests from German-speaking congregations 
in Pennsylvania, he emigrated to North America, settling in 
Trappe, Pennsylvania. In 1748 he called together the fi rst 
permanent Lutheran synod in America. He also drafted the 
constitution for the Philadelphia congregation in 1762 that 
provided the foundation for the successful establishment of a 
Lutheran church system in North America that had to survive 
without governmental support.

Muhlenberg had eleven children, who formed the basis for 
a family dynasty that for generations produced leaders in 
politics, academics, the military, and the ministry. Of his sons, 
Frederick was a minister, an active Pennsylvania politician, and 
the fi rst Speaker of the United States House of Representatives; 
Peter was also a minister, a leading general during the 
American Revolution, as well as a politician; Henry, Jr. was 
a prominent minister; and Gotthilf Henry Ernst was a scientist
and fi rst president of Franklin College. Muhlenberg 
descendants served in the U.S. Congress as late as the 
mid-twentieth century.
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Photo credits counterclockwise from top: Portrait of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, oil on canvas 
(Photograph by John Corbett, The Preservation Society of Newport County, Newport, R.I.); Portrait 
of Frederick Augustus Conrad Muhlenberg, oil on canvas, by Joseph Wright, 1790 (National Portrait 
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.); Portrait of John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, oil 
on canvas, by unidentifi ed artist (Collection of the Martin Art Gallery, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, 
Penn.); Below: Muhlenberg Church, Trappe, Penn. (Library of Congress)
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J ohn Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg (Peter) and Frederick Augustus 
Conrad Muhlenberg (Frederick), as well as their younger 

brother, Gotthilf Henry Ernst (Henry), were sent to Germany 
by their father in 1763 to study at the Latin school in the Francke 

Foundations in Halle. Their father, who had taught at the Francke 
Foundations, wanted his sons to prepare for the ministry.

The Francke Foundations, founded by the pietist theologian August 
Hermann Francke, consisted of an orphanage and religious schools for all social 

classes. The progressive pedagogy practiced there attracted students from Protestant 
regions in Europe and America. 

While both Frederick and Henry fi nished their studies satisfactorily and went on to 
study theology at the University of Halle, Peter apprenticed to a merchant in Lübeck. 
Mistreated and homesick, he enlisted with a British offi cer who was recruiting in the 
area for a regiment that was bound for Philadelphia. When the regiment arrived in 
Pennsylvania in January 1767, Peter was honorably discharged.

Frederick and Henry returned from Germany in 1770. Frederick was ordained 
as a Lutheran minister in October 1770 by the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregations in Reading, Pennsylvania. He preached in several Pennsylvania towns 
until 1773 when he moved to New York City to become minister to the Swamp 
Church (also known as Christ Church) in what is now Manhattan. 

Peter, meanwhile, also found his way to the ministry, studying with a Swedish 
Lutheran minister and becoming his father’s assistant. A German-speaking Lutheran 
congregation in Woodstock, Virginia, called Peter to be its pastor in 1771. Because 
the offi cial church of the Virginia colony was the Church of England, Peter had 
to travel to London in 1772 to be ordained. As a minister in Virginia he became 
acquainted with George Washington, Patrick Henry, and other influential leaders. 
He was elected to the House of Burgesses in 1774.

Their younger brother, Henry, served as a minister in Philadelphia, New Hanover, 
and Lancaster, Pennsylvania. A renowned botanist and educator, in 1787 he became 
the fi rst president of Franklin College, later known as Franklin and Marshall.

Photo credits from top: View of the inner courtyard of Francke’s school town, colored copperplate engraving 
by Balthasar Friedrich Leizel, ca. 1780 (Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle); Letter from John Peter to Andreas 
Fabricius complaining about his mistreatment during his apprenticeship in Lübeck (Franckesche Stiftungen zu 
Halle); Entry in the students’ registry listing enrollment of the three Muhlenberg brothers in the Latin School 
(Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle); Portrait of Gotthilf Henry Ernst Muhlenberg, oil on canvas, by Jacob Eichholtz, 
1831 (The Phillips Museum of Art, Franklin and Marshall University, Lancaster, Penn.); Background: Letter 
from Frederick Muhlenberg to a friend recommending the study of the book and medicine trades in Halle, 
Germany (Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle)
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T he American Revolution propelled Frederick and Peter 
Muhlenberg to positions of prominence in the new nation, 

but it confronted their father with a crisis of conscience. 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, born in Hanover, had sworn 

allegiance to the British Hanoverian King George III when he 
became a Pennsylvania citizen in 1754. He reluctantly swore allegiance 

to the new state of Pennsylvania in 1778 under threat of punishment.

Frederick had no hesitations supporting independence. He returned to 
Pennsylvania in 1776 before New York was occupied by the British. In 
1779-80 he was a delegate to the Continental Congress. He served in 
the Pennsylvania Assembly from 1780 to 1783, where he presided as its 
Speaker. Frederick wrote many letters and articles, in both English and 
German, supporting the revolution. In one letter during the darkest hours 
of the war, he exhorted his brothers to “be steadfast, rely on God, and our 
own strength, and endure courageously, then we shall after be sure of reaching 
our goal.”

As a minister, Frederick’s support of independence did not include 
military service. Peter, on the other hand, stepped down from the pulpit 
to take on the uniform of an offi cer in the Continental Army. There is a 
legend that he ended a sermon on January 21, 1776, in dramatic fashion, 
throwing back his black ministerial robe to reveal a military uniform. 
Although there is no contemporary evidence to back up the story, it 
does reveal the importance of the clergy’s support for the revolution. 
The British even referred to such support as “the Black Robe Regiment.”

From colonel of the 8th Virginia Regiment, Peter rose to the rank of 
brigadier general. As one of George Washington’s trusted commanders, 
he led his troops at several battles, including Brandywine, Germantown, 
Monmouth, and Yorktown. After the war, Peter was elected to the 
Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania and became its vice president 
in 1787. 

Photo credits from top: Artist Stanley Massey Arthurs’s depiction of the legend of Rev. 
Peter Muhlenberg throwing off his robe to reveal his uniform (Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg); Color engraving by Frederick Girsch of General Washington 
standing with several generals, including Peter Muhlenberg, Lafayette, Johann De Kalb, 
Baron von Steuben, Kazimierz Pułaski, and Tadeusz Kościuszko (Library of Congress); 
Autographed portrait of Frederick Muhlenberg, Member of the Continental Congress 
(University Archives, University of Pennsylvania); Letter from Gen. Peter Muhlenberg 
to George Washington, May 2, 1783 (Library of Congress)
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“In no nation, by no Legislature, was ever so much done in so short a period for the establishment 
of Government, Order, ... & general tranquility.” (John Trumbull, March 20, 1791)

ennsylvania sent both Frederick and Peter 
Muhlenberg to the United States House of 

Representatives for the First Federal Congress (1789-
1791). A third member of Pennsylvania’s delegation of eight 

representatives was Daniel Hiester, a German American who 
had served as a brigadier general in the militia during the American 
Revolution.

Both Muhlenberg brothers supported the drafting and ratifi cation of the 
Constitution of the United States. Frederick served as president of the 
Pennsylvania Ratifying Convention that convened in November 1787 
to ratify the Constitution. He signed the December 15, 1787 letter 
that notifi ed the Confederation Congress that Pennsylvania had ratifi ed 
the Constitution. Peter marched in the parade celebrating ratifi cation 
carrying a blue flag bearing the date of the signing of the Constitution.

Congress convened in Federal Hall in New York City in March 1789 and 
set about the business of establishing the new government. One of the 
fi rst matters was to inaugurate the fi rst president of the United States. 
President George Washington took the oath of offi ce on the balcony of 
Federal Hall on April 30, 1789 and then gave his inaugural address in the 
Senate chamber. 

The First Federal Congress was perhaps the most important Congress in 
U.S. history. It established the rules and procedures for the House and 
Senate and created the executive departments and the federal judiciary. 
Most actions of the First Congress broke new ground. The fi rst law 
it passed set oaths of offi ce not only for Congress but also for state 
legislators, federal executive offi cers, and state and federal judges. Other 
early legislation placed tariff duties on imported goods, set compensation 
for government offi cials, and authorized expenses for negotiating with 
Native American tribes.

P

Photo credits from top: “A view of the Federal Hall of the City of New York, as it appeared in the 
year 1797; with the adjacent buildings thereto,” by George Holland, ca. 1847 (Library of Congress); 
Washington’s Inauguration, 1789, on the balcony of Federal Hall, scene by artist Allyn Cox in the 
Great Experiment Hall mural in the House wing of the U.S. Capitol (Architect of the Capitol); 
Washington delivering his inaugural address, April 1789, in the old city hall, New-York, painted by 
T.H. Matteson; engraved on steel by H.S. Sadd, 1849 (Library of Congress)
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Photo credits from top: The First Federal Congress, 1789, scene by artist Allyn Cox in the Great 
Experiment Hall mural in the House wing of the U.S. Capitol, depicts Frederick Muhlenberg presiding as 
Speaker of the House (Architect of the Capitol); Wording of the published Annals of Congress report of 
Muhlenberg’s election differs only slightly from the House Journal (Library of Congress); The Bill of Rights 
preserved in the National Archives bears the signatures of Speaker of the House Frederick Muhlenberg and 
Vice President John Adams (National Archives and Records Administration)

lthough the First Federal Congress 
convened in Federal Hall in New 
York City on March 4, 1789, the 
House of Representatives did not 

attain a quorum until April 1. As 
the fi rst order of business, the members elected Frederick 
Muhlenberg as the Speaker of the House. The offi cial House 
Journal recorded that “upon examining the ballots, a majority 
of the votes of the whole House was found in favor of Frederick 
Augustus Muhlenberg, one of the Representatives for the State 
of Pennsylvania. Whereupon, the said Frederick Augustus 
Muhlenberg was conducted to the chair, from whence he made his 
acknowledgements to the House for so distinguished an honor.”

Historians attribute Muhlenberg’s election to his experience 
as the presiding offi cer in the Pennsylvania Assembly and 
the Pennsylvania Ratifying Convention. In addition, because 
he was a representative of the largest Middle Atlantic state 
at a time when the president (George Washington) was a 
Southerner and the vice-president (John Adams) was from 
New England, his selection helped to achieve sectional 
balance. Muhlenberg presided as Speaker with dignity 
and impartiality, rarely participating in floor debate, while 
establishing workable legislative procedures and precedents.

As Speaker, Muhlenberg signed the laws passed by Congress, as 
did Vice President John Adams, the Senate’s presiding offi cer. 
One of the major actions of the fi rst session while Congress 
met in New York City was passage of the Bill of Rights. Twelve 
proposed amendments were introduced on June 8, 1789, 
including protections of the freedoms of religion, speech, a 
free press, free assembly, and free association, as well as the 
right to keep and bear arms. Adopted by joint resolution on 
September 25, ten of the proposed amendments were ratifi ed 
by the required three-fourths of the states on December 15, 
1791. One of the two proposals not ratifi ed at that time was 
fi nally ratifi ed in 1992 as the 27th amendment regulating 
congressional pay raises.
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Photo credits from top: Annals of Congress, January 13, 1795, records a vote “on the promulgation of the laws” that has been 
misinterpreted as a vote against adopting German as the offi cial language (Library of Congress); “The Translation,” Flashbacks 
cartoon strip by Patrick M. Reynolds, tells the story of the fi rst German language printing of the Declaration of Independence 
(Patrick M. Reynolds, Red Rose Studio); Copy of the broadside printing of the Declaration of Independence in German by 
Steiner and Cist, Philadelphia, July 6, 1776 (Deutsches Historische Museum, Berlin)

A ccording to one version of a widely held myth, 
Speaker Muhlenberg cast the deciding vote that 
prevented German from being adopted as the 

offi cial language of the United States. One story 
places the vote in 1776; another variation has the vote taking place in the 
Pennsylvania legislature when Muhlenberg was the presiding offi cer. 

In November 1794, when Muhlenberg was Speaker of the House, a group 
of German Americans from Augusta, Virginia, petitioned Congress to 
have federal laws printed and distributed in German as well as English. 
Speaker Muhlenberg appointed a committee, including Congressman 
Daniel Hiester of Pennsylvania, to consider the proposal. On January 
13, 1795, the House debated the proposition, not of making either 
German or English the offi cial language, but of printing the laws in both 
languages. The debate did not come to any conclusion, but a motion to 
adjourn and consider the recommendation at a later date was defeated 
by a single vote, 42-41. It was from this vote that the myth that German 
failed of becoming the offi cial language by one vote sprang. In a German 
language journal in 1813 and again in a book by Franz Löher in 1847, 
Speaker Muhlenberg was blamed for the failure of the proposition.

Although there is no truth to the myth—the United States has never had 
a legally established offi cial language—it does highlight 
the importance of the German language press in the 
history of the American colonies and the early republic.   
German language newspapers in Pennsylvania kept the 
German American community informed and publicized 
the movement for independence. Melchior Steiner and 
Carl Cist of Philadelphia published German translations 
of Thomas Paine’s Common Sense pamphlet and one of 
the fi rst printings of the Declaration of Independence. 
Heinrich Miller printed a translation of the Declaration 
in the July 9, 1776, issue of his German language 
newspaper, the Pennsylvanischer Staatsbote.

The
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Photo credits from top: Congress Hall, seen at the left, in a colored engraving by William Russell Birch and Thomas Birch 
(The City of Philadelphia … As It Appeared in the Year 1800 [Philadelphia, 1800]); Printed broadside of “An Act for 
establishing the Temporary and Permanent Seat of the Government of the United States,” more commonly referred to as the 
Residence Act of 1790 (Library of Congress);  A political cartoon published in New York City in July 1790 depicted Sen. Robert 
Morris, led by the devil, carrying Federal Hall to Philadelphia (American Antiquarian Society, Worchester, Mass.)

ennsylvanian and Southern members 
of Congress were unhappy that the 

First Federal Congress met in New York City. 
They had hoped the new government would meet in 

Philadelphia, a more central location. As the fi rst session of 
Congress neared an end, dissatisfaction grew. Speaker Muhlenberg 

privately complained of the living expenses: “You have no conception at 
what extravagant rates every thing is paid for in this place.” “The good of 
the United States requires a removal from this place,” he concluded. To the 
argument of New Yorkers that Federal Hall provided an elegant setting 
for Congress, he replied, “the Building is really elegant & well designed—
for a Trap—but I still hope, however well contrived we shall fi nd Room to get 
out of it.”

In a compromise reached during the summer of 1790, the second 
session of the First Congress resolved its two most hotly debated issues: 
locating a site for the permanent national capital and Treasury Secretary 
Alexander Hamilton’s plan for the federal government to assume the 
debts accumulated by the states during the Revolution. In a deal brokered 
by Hamilton and Virginians Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, the 
federal government would assume state war debts and the capital would 
be located on the Potomac River.

The resulting Residence Act of 1790 authorized President Washington 
to select the exact site for the capital and provided that the government 
would move to Philadelphia while the new capital was readied for 
occupation by December 1800. New York City residents were furious and 
criticized the move in newspaper articles and broadside political cartoons. 
One cartoon depicted Sen. Robert Morris of Pennsylvania, led by the 
devil, carrying Federal Hall on his shoulders toward Philadelphia.
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Photo credits from top: World War II Liberty ship SS F.A.C. Muhlenberg, honoring the fi rst Speaker of the House, 
prior to its launch in 1943 (Library of Congress); Congress Hall interior, second fl oor, Senate Chamber, view from center 
door (Photograph by Robin Miller, 2001, Independence National Historical Park); Marble statue by Blanche Nevin of 
John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg in the National Statuary Hall Collection in the United States Capitol (Architect of the 
Capitol); Congress Hall interior, fi rst fl oor, House of Representatives Chamber, view from balcony (Photograph by Robin 
Miller, 2001, Independence National Historical Park)

ongress Hall in Philadelphia was built in 1787-
1789 to serve as the Philadelphia County 

Courthouse. When the third session of the First 
Congress convened in Philadelphia on December 6, 

1790, the House of Representatives met in a chamber 
on the fi rst floor and the second floor was converted into a chamber for 
the United States Senate. Congress Hall served as the capitol until 1800, 
when the federal government moved to Washington, D.C. The building 
is administered by the National Park Service as part of the Independence 
National Historical Park and has been restored as much as possible to its 
appearance when it was the U.S. Capitol.

After serving as Speaker in the First Congress, Frederick Muhlenberg was 
elected to the following three Congresses, again serving as Speaker in the 
Third Congress (1793-1795). In 1796, Muhlenberg cast the tie-breaking 
vote as chairman of a House committee to ratify the Jay Treaty, in an 
effort to improve post-war British-American relations. The treaty was 
unpopular with many Pennsylvanians, including his own brother-in-law 
who stabbed him for his vote. Muhlenberg survived the attack but was 
not nominated to the next Congress. In 1799, he was appointed receiver 
general of the Pennsylvania Land Offi ce and moved to Lancaster, then the 
state capital, and lived there until his death in 1801.

Peter Muhlenberg returned to the House of Representatives for the Third 
and Sixth Congresses (1793-1795, 1799-1801). As a key fi gure in the 
Democratic-Republican party of Pennsylvania, he managed Thomas 
McKean’s successful campaign for governor and helped to elect Thomas 
Jefferson as president. In 1801 he was elected to the United States Senate, 
but before taking his seat, he resigned to accept the lucrative position 
of customs supervisor in the Pennsylvania District. In 1803 he became 
collector of customs of the Port of Philadelphia. He remained active as a 
Lutheran layman until his death in 1807.

Daniel Hiester continued to serve as a representative from Pennsylvania 
until his resignation on July 1, 1796. He then moved to Hagerstown, 
Maryland, and was elected to the House representing Maryland, 
serving from March 4, 1801, until his death in Washington, D.C., on 
March 7, 1804.

CONGRESS 
           in
PHILADELPHIA



he fi rst German families arrived in the American colonies in 
1683 and founded a settlement in Germantown, Pennsylvania. 

Since that time, more and more German immigrants came to the 
United States, bringing their culture, traditions, and ideas with them.

In 1983, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed October 6th to be German-
American Day. 1987 marked the fi rst year that German-American Day 
was offi cially recognized; the U.S. Congress approved S.J. Resolution 108, 
designating October 6th to be German-American Day. 

Every year since then, an annual presidential proclamation has called 
Americans to commemorate the arrival of the fi rst German immigrants 
to America and to celebrate the contributions of the German American 
community in the United States. 

T
RONALD REAGAN, 
OCTOBER 2, 1987

“The United States has embraced a vast 
array of German traditions, institutions, 
and infl uences. Many of these have become 
so accepted as parts of our way of life that 
their ethnic origin has been obscured. For 
instance, Christmas trees and Broadway 

musicals are familiar features of American society. Our 
kindergartens, graduate schools, the social security system, and 
labor unions are all based on models derived from Germany.”

WILLIAM J. CLINTON, 
OCTOBER 6, 1999

“Today, nearly one-quarter of all Americans 
can trace their ancestry to Germany, just 
as our English language fi nds its roots in 
the Germanic tongues of centuries past…
As Americans seek to become a more united 
people, we must not forget our roots, for they 

remind us of who we are and of what we have to share with others.”

GEORGE H. W. BUSH, 
OCTOBER 3, 1990

“The rich heritage we celebrate each year 
on German-American Day consists of more 
than cultural, familial, and historic ties, 
however; it is also rooted in shared values 
and aspirations.”

GEORGE W. BUSH, 
OCTOBER 3, 2006

“German-American Day is also an 
opportunity to recognize the friendship 
between Germany and the United States. 
By working together as partners in peace 
with a mutual commitment to liberty, the 
United States and Germany can lay the 

foundation for a more hopeful tomorrow.”

BARACK OBAMA, OCTOBER 6, 2009

“Our citizens of German descent excel in every discipline and open our minds to the expanses of human possibility. 
When we drive across a suspension bridge, listen to music played on a Steinway piano, or send a child to 
kindergarten, their unique traditions and customs surround us. German Americans have infl uenced our Nation 
in myriad ways with their industry, culture, and engagement in public life.”

Above: President Reagan signed the proclamation designating the 6th of 
October as German-American Day on 2 October 1987 in the Rose Garden 
at the White House; Below: German-American Day Proclamations
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ince 1983, the Congressional Study Group on Germany 
has facilitated a dialogue between Members of Congress 

and Members of the Bundestag. It is the largest and most 
active parliamentary exchange involving Congress and the 

legislative branch of another country. The Study Group is the fl agship 
international program of the U.S. Association of Former Members of 

Congress and is recognized on both sides of the Atlantic for its important role in 
furthering the bilateral relationship between Germany and the United States. While 
former Members of Congress and of the Bundestag are active participants in this 
network of legislators, the program focuses most of its resources on bringing current 
Members of Congress together with their Berlin colleagues.

Study Group programming is offered to both House and Senate and consists of 
frequent panel discussions and events on Capitol Hill and in Germany, an annual 
week-long seminar that either brings Congressional delegations to Germany or 
Bundestag delegations to the United States, and an annual Congressional senior 
staff visit to Germany. All activities of the Study Group are bipartisan and non-
advocacy, and are made possible by the German Marshall Fund of the United States. 
Current House Leadership of the Study Group includes Rep. Phil Gingrey (R-
GA) and Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH). The Study Group’s co-founding chairmen were 
Rep. Lee Hamilton of Indiana and Rep. Tom Coleman of Missouri. Past chairmen 
include Rep. Mike Oxley, Senator Tom Daschle, Rep. Doug Bereuter, and Senator 
Chuck Hagel. 

S

 “For many years the Congressional Study Group on Germany has played a vital role in facilitating 
contact between, on one side, German parliamentarians and other German political fi gures, and 

with Members of Congress on the other.” (Vice President Joe Biden)

“The Congressional Study Group on Germany has, for more than two decades, 
made an enormous contribution to the German-American relationship.” 

(Senator Dan Coats, former U.S. Ambassador to Germany)

U.S. and German legislators (from left to right: Rep. Rob Bishop; 
MdB. Hans-Ulrich Klose; Rep. Russ Carnahan) meet in Berlin as 
part of the 2009 Congress-Bundestag Seminar to discuss energy policy; 
Senator Ted Kennedy and Rep. Bill Delahunt welcome a Bundestag 
delegation to Boston for the 2006 Congress-Bundestag Seminar; 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel meets with a delegation of 
members of Congress during the 2009 Congress-Bundestag Seminar to 
discuss Middle East policy.

BUILDING  BRIDGES:
The Congressional Study Group   

on Germany



he German-American 
Caucus serves as an 

informal, bipartisan 
group of members dedicated to 

maintaining and strengthening 
the relationship between United 

States and Germany by highlighting our 
current economic ties with Germany 
and drawing attention to the heritage 
of German American immigrants 
and achievements they have made in 
building the United States.

The caucus hosts a number of briefi ngs 
on Germany’s investment in the United 
States and fair trade. The caucus also 
hosts events to educate members on 
historical and cultural relationships 
between our two countries.

The German-American Business 
Council (GABC) and the German-
American Heritage Foundation and 
Museum, both non-partisan, non-
profi t Washington-based organizations, 
are partners of the German-American 
Caucus and will support its activities. 
Together with the Congressional Study 
Group on Germany, the caucus plays 
an integral role in continuing to foster 
German-American relations. 

T
“My growing awareness of my family’s German roots and the rich German heritage in my district 
has led me to take actions in the House of Representatives to foster a greater appreciation of and 
fortify the German-American connection …” (Congressman Jim Gerlach at the 20th anniversary 

of German reunifi cation at the German Society of Pennsylvania, Oct. 3, 2010) 

Caucus Members, top row, l to r: Dan Burton (IN-05), Henry A. Waxman (CA-30), Charles W. Dent 
(PA-15), Jim Gerlach (PA-06); 2nd row, l to r: Todd Russell Platts (PA-19, Michael Grimm (NY-13), 
Tim Holden (PA-17), Tom Marino (PA-10) 3rd row, l to r: Bill Shuster (PA-09), Ed Perlmutter (CO-
07), Thomas E. Petri (WI-06), Steve Stivers (OH-15) 4th row, l to r: Dennis Ross (FL-12), Glenn “GT” 
Thompson (PA-05), Todd Young (IN-09), Tim Murphy (PA-18th) 5th row, l to r: Congressman Charles 
Dent, Co-Chairman Jim Gerlach, Co-Chairman Tim Holden; Dent and Ambassador Klaus Scharioth, 
visit in Bethlehem, PA; Below: Congressman Tim Holden, Congressman Charles Dent, Executive Director 
GABC Uli Gamerdinger, President GABC Steve Williams, Congressman Jim Gerlach

The German-American Caucus
of the U.S. Congress

STRENGTHENING           the 
RELATIONSHIP:



Senator Lugar can trace his 
German heritage back to 
the American Revolution, 
when his forefather, Adam 
Lugar, came to the United 
States as a Hessian soldier 
in the employ of the British. 
But instead of fi ghting 
against the colonists, he 

decided to change sides and deserted. For over 
a year he served with the Continental Army, 
participating in the Battle of Guilford Court 
House in North Carolina in 1781. After the war 
he settled in Giles County, VA. The Lugar family 
later moved to Indiana, where Senator Lugar 
grew up and still manages the family’s 604-acre 
Marion County corn, soybean, and tree farm.

Senator Lugar is the most senior Republican in the 
Senate and the longest serving member of Congress 
in Indiana history. He has been a strong advocate 
of German reunifi cation and has always been a 
strong ally and friend of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. He has also been a leader in reducing 
the threat of nuclear weapons, which culminated 
in the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Program (named after Sen. Lugar and Sen. Sam 
Nunn), which helped deactivate more than 7500 
nuclear warheads that were aimed at the United 
States and Germany during the Cold War.

Over the years, Senator Lugar has worked with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and former 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl to build and foster even 
closer ties between the United States and Germany. 

SENATOR RICHARD “DICK” LUGAR (R-IN)  

Representative John Russell 
“Russ” Carnahan represents 
a long line of German 
Americans who have not 
only helped build America 
but who are still actively 
involved in all levels of U.S. 
politics. His ancestors were 
among the fi rst German 

families to arrive in the New World.

Seeking religious freedom, Representative 
Carnahan’s maternal family, the Carpenters and 
the Zimmermans, arrived in present-day Orange 
County, Virginia, in 1733 and joined the Second 
Germanna Colony. The Germanna colonies were 
fi rst formed in 1714 when a group of 42 Germans 
immigrated to Virginia to work in the mines of 
Lieutenant Governor Alexander Spotswood.

Representative Carnahan’s paternal family came 
from Germany shortly before the outbreak of 
the Civil War. Although Heinrich Schupp had 
left Germany to avoid conscription, he ended 
up serving in the Union Army and settled in 
Missouri.

Like many other German American immigrants, 
the Schupp family continued to speak German 
at home until the outbreak of World War 
I. Representative Carnahan remembers his 
grandmother telling him that her father forbade 
them to speak German to prevent the family 
from being targeted as un-American. Russ 
Carnahan’s paternal grandfather, Congressman 
A.S.J. Carnahan, served as a member of the fi rst 
delegation to Germany at the end of World War 
II. He was a strong supporter of the Marshall 
Plan, which helped rebuild war-torn Europe.

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN RUSSELL CARNAHAN (D-MO)  

Congressman James “Jim” 
Gerlach represents the 6th 
Congressional District of 
the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. His German 
heritage can be traced 
back to the middle of the 
nineteenth century when 
his ancestor, Jakob Gerlach, 

emigrated from Bavaria to the United States.

On July 6, 1853, thirty-six year old Jakob, 
accompanied by his wife Gertrude, his seventy-
two year old father Casper, and his four young 
children Elisabeth, Eva, Dorothy, and Charles, 
disembarked in Baltimore Harbor. Jakob, a devout 
protestant, settled the family in Butler County, 

Pennsylvania. His son, Charles Gerlach, left the 
family farm to seek his fortune in the oil industry. 
After spending several years as a successful 
entrepreneur, he established his own creamery 
business. Charles Gerlach’s thriving creamery 
business serviced the entire county and he was 
widely known for his good business sense and 
moral character. Charles’s grandson, Jack Gerlach, 
a veteran of the United States Navy, became a soil 
engineer. Like his father, Jack settled in Ellwood 
City where he married Helen Fitzgerald. They had 
two daughters, Hedy and Eve, and a son, Jim. 

Jim Gerlach is currently serving his fi fth term in 
the United States Congress. In 2010 Congressman 
Gerlach initiated the formation of a German-
American Caucus in the U.S. Congress.

CONGRESSMAN JIM GERLACH (R-PA)

EXHIBIT ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: American Antiquarian Society, Worchester, Mass.; Architect of the Capitol; Deutsches Historische Museum, Berlin; First Federal
Congress Project, George Washington University; Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle; Independence National Historical Park; Library of Congress; Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, Penn.; Martin Art Gallery, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Penn.; National Archives and Records Administration; National Portrait Gallery,
Smithsonian Institution; Oregon Historical Society; Patrick M. Reynolds, Red Rose Studio; The Phillips Museum of Art; Franklin and Marshall University, Lancaster,
Penn.; The Preservation Society of Newport County; United States Senate Historical Offi  ce; University Archives of the University of Pennsylvania

Congressmen Bill Shuster and Jim Gerlach 
visiting the German-American Heritage 
Museum of the USA™, 2010

Top: Citizenship form from 1876; 
Cavalry discharge form from 1865

Senator Lugar, keynote speaker at the grand 
opening of the German-American Heritage 
Museum of the USA™, March 19th, 2010
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